Editorial
Looking back and moving forward -a new journal to inform, promote and sustain knowledge development nother year dawns, and the British Journal of Infection Control is re-born and transformed into the Journal of Infection Prevention , with a new Editor and strengthened Editorial Board. The BJIC was fi rst published ten years ago in response to demand from members of the Infection Control Nurses Association (ICNA). The ICNA established an Editorial Board to oversee the journal, and ensure suffi cient content was available for each issue. During the fi rst few years the BJIC developed rapidly, implementing a double-blind peer review process to ensure the quality of articles, attract commercial advertising to help offset the not insubstantial costs of publication, and moving from four to six issues per year.
Sue Millward led further development, and during her time as Editor the journal was fi rst listed by the British Nursing Index and CINAHL. This significant milestone ensured that BJIC articles began to appear on literature searches, with the result that these articles started to be cited in academic assignments and other published papers. This work was continued by Sue Privett, and handed on to me in October 2004.
When I agreed to take on the role of Editor, I had no idea how much of an impact the role would have on me as an individual, nor how much exciting change and development of the journal I would see in my time as Editor. My family rapidly got used to my disappearing upstairs at least three times each week, usually for several hours at a time to go ' BJIC 'ing' on the computer. Authors, peer reviewers and Editorial Board members also got used to receiving emails from me at strange hours of the night as I fi tted in the Editor role around other commitments -with Sunday evenings a favourite. It was also a delight to email reviewers in other countries and have live email conversations with them, as my late night was the middle of their workday.
Developments with the journal during my time as Editor are almost too many to list. The most signifi cant is probably the move to Sage Publications, as this has enabled many other developments. The journal has been placed onto the Sage internet site, with all Infection Prevention Society members and journal subscribers having free, full-text access to every back issue since 2004. The journal is also part of key journal 'bundles' that are marketed by Sage to universities and libraries. This means that the journal is increasingly available to non-members and student healthcare professionals as part of Sage collections. The Infection Prevention Society benefi ts by receiving a percentage of income generated by Sage through these journal bundles, as well as receiving income from personal subscriptions.
Moving to an electronic submission system has also transformed the work of the Editor, allowing all members of the Editorial Board to share the work previously done solely by me. This means that late-night emailing is no longer required, and the journal will continue to be produced regardless of any 'disasters', illness or other personal priorities that could previously have resulted in journal issues not being produced at all. This electronic submission A VOL. 10 NO. 1 JANUARY 2009 Journal of Infection Prevention 3 system has also resulted in many more articles being received from countries outside the UK and Ireland, and an increasing number of authors and peer reviewers from professions other than nursing. I believe this demonstrates the increasing recognition of the value and status of our journal.
When the ICNA became the Infection Prevention Society, we decided that the journal needed to evolve to mirror the developments in the Society. This resulted in a great deal of background work including choosing the new name, and deciding on cover images and branding so that the new journal retains a distinctive and recognisable cover. Those who attended the Infection Prevention Society's conference in 2008 saw the draft cover image on display, and we received many positive comments on the new look.
Over four years as Editor the role gave me many headaches and much hard work, but also a clear understanding of the challenges and opportunities for our organisation. I was privileged to hold this offi ce, and am delighted to have now secured the position of Vice-President, as this will allow me to continue contributing to the work of the Infection Prevention Society. The Editorial Board has worked hard to ensure our transformed journal is ready for this launch at the start of 2009, and I very much hope members and readers like what they see. I know the Journal of Infection Prevention will continue to develop and grow under the direction and leadership of the new Editor and the Editorial Board, and I wish them success with all the developments planned in the coming years.
Tracey Cooper IPS Vice-President ( ICNA/IPS Editor 2004-2008) vp@ips.uk.net
This is your journal, and the Editorial Board want to ensure it meets the needs of IPS members and all our readers. The journal will maintain a robust peer-review process, and will continue to encourage submission of academic work and primary research studies. However, to be of maximum use to practitioners the journal needs to ensure that a diverse range of papers are submitted and published. Colleagues often describe novel and innovative practice improvement projects they have implemented in the course of their work, yet these are rarely published. Sharing the details, successes and challenges involved in these projects would be of immense value to our readers, and we want to encourage submission of this type of work, as well as case studies and short reports on issues that will be of interest to readers. A 'Letters' section was introduced last year, providing opportunity for anyone to write in to the journal to share an experience or comment on an aspect of infection prevention, and we would like more readers to contribute to this section of our journal. We are also working on new ways the journal and the IPS can encourage and support new authors to submit work for publication including exploring the possibility of an annual award, and identifying specifi c Editorial Board members who can provide support for anyone writing their fi rst article. If you would like Moving forward -where next? support with writing please contact me via editor@ips.uk.net . General accessibility for authors has also improved via mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jips. Continuing to increase submissions from outside the UK and Ireland, and submissions from nurses and other professions is a core part of our work, as well as continuing to attract credible peer reviewers to ensure we maintain quality.
The Editorial Board is critical to the success of the journal, and during the next two years the IPS will be seeking new members to replace those who will complete their terms of offi ce. These positions will provide excellent professional development opportunities for successful applicants who are prepared to contribute actively to our work. We hope many Infection Prevention Society members will consider applying when these posts are advertised.
Finally, as a new development and an additional benefi t to members and other readers, the journal will publish a range of supplements this year. These supplements will contain a number of articles focused around one theme relevant to infection prevention and control, and will include papers from experts in their fi eld. This year's themes will include urinary tract infection and intravenous therapy. We believe these supplements will add additional value for our members and will help us to continue evolving and meeting the needs of our readers. We hope you like the new look journal, will value the changes and improvements, and will contribute to our work by submitting a letter or paper during 2009.
Paul Weaving

IPS Editor editor@ips.uk.net
Call for peer reviewers
The Journal of Infection Prevention has a rapidly developing, multi-professional author and readership base, including:
• Infection prevention and control professionals • Public health and health protection specialists • Pharmacists with an interest in antimicrobial agents • Allied health professionals • Primary care professionals including general practice staff, dental staff and sexual health specialists.
The Editorial Board is always looking to expand its panel of peer reviewers in the above areas of expertise. If you would like to join us in helping to maintain the high quality of the journal please contact the Editor: editor@ips.uk.net
